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Prez Sez
Beware the TRUMPET of The Carnival Barker
By David Yancey, AFT 6157 President

Horns, whistles and bells announce 
the arrival of the old fashion circus to 
the small town. Local residents were 
attracted with the commotion, noise and 
the colorful flags and strangely dressed 
member of the visiting troop. 

At the entrance of these circuses was 
the pitch man, or the barker. His job 
was to gin up the crowd and get them 
to buy a ticket to get inside the circus 
tent. He did that by shouting loudly, 
describing what strange and disturbing 
things people would see if they 
were inside; the bearded lady or the 
grotesquely disfigured boy…  

Many of you may remember these 
types of traveling circuses. The 
“amazing things” inside the tent always 
turned out to be less than amazing and 
mostly a fraudulent attempt to fool the 
townspeople and separate them from 
their money. Over time those traveling 
carnival shows lost their attraction and 
very few can still be found today. 

A New Era of Barkers
We have a new version of the traveling 
carnival show today. Sadly they are 
now part of our political campaigns 
for the next president of this country. 
One of these carnivals is led by a 
new “barker” and his name is Donald 
Trump. Make no mistake. He, like 
other barkers, has a certain dangerous 
charisma or charm. 

Trump is trying to entice the American 
people into his tent to see his version of 
what is grotesque and disturbing. Inside 
his tent, you see Trump as he points to 
Latinos as “rapist and drug users” and 
to Muslims as terrorist and refuges as 
dangers to our very survival, plus the 
occasional slap at women. 

While the carnivals of old were largely 
entertainment, albeit bad entertainment, 
Trump’s carnival is dangerous and un-
American. 

Our Silence Is Not an Acceptable 
Reaction
He is appealing to the most base 
and ugly elements of our population 
by using fear and bigotry to entice 
people into his circus. He is making 
large groups of people scapegoats and 
blaming them for all the perceived 
problems in the country based on their 
culture, their religion and their ethnicity 
just like what many other demagogues 
have done throughout history. The 
most vicious example of this type of 
demagoguery can be found in Europe 
during World War II. 

What Trump is advocating is wrong 
on so many levels that it is hard to 
know where to start. He stands for the 
many violations of the basic founding 
principles of this country such as 
freedom of religion and the dream 
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of finding a new life, a better life, 
here in America. But his tone is also 
inflammatory and defaming when he 
attacks those who disagree with him 
and calls them stupid, weak or “low 
energy”. 

That sort of rhetoric is not necessarily 
new to our political discourse. What 
makes it so dangerous now is that 
Trump’s rhetoric seems to be resonating 
with a large part of the Republican 
electorate. Protestors to his carnival are 
often roughed up and always belittled 
because they simply exercise their right 
of free speech and disagree with him.

Fight Against a Mob Mentality
The danger in allowing that sort of 
“group think or mob-like behavior” to 
continue unchallenged by the media 
or other members of the public sets a 
terrible example for the country. 

Democracy is a participatory sport/

activity. We all have a responsibility to 
confront that sort of behavior wherever 
it appears if we are to maintain our 
country’s position as the greatest 
country on the planet. We cannot allow 
this “barker” to sully our principles, our 
history and our future with his vile and 
bullish style of campaigning. 

Now is the time for us to stand up, 
speak out and push back against this 
bigotry. When he says these horrible 
things and his crowds cheer, remember, 
he is talking about some of our 
colleagues, friends, family members 
and our students. Raising our collective 
voices is power and we need to act 
against this type of radical behavior.

We have an obligation to them and to 
all who have fought so hard to defend 
our rights and principles, and we cannot 
allow this circus barker to drag our 
society and its values down to his level 
of debate.

Call for Nominations 
CFT Convention
This is a call for nominations for the Annual California Federation of Teachers 
State Convention, which is being held in San Francisco on March 11-13, 2016. 
AFT 6157 announces a call for nominations for 
delegates to the CFT 74th Annual Convention.

Please consider nominating a colleague or self-
nominating to attend the convention as an official AFT 
6157 delegate. You will find it educational, enlightening 
and enjoyable. 

Please submit your name to David Yancey, the President 
of the AFT 6157, at david.yancey@sjcc.edu by 5 pm 
February 11th. If there is a need for elections, they will 
take place at the end of February.

Prez Sez
-continued from page 1
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The Past is Present at EVC
By Arturo Villarreal, AFT 6157 Council of Division Reps, EVC Faculty Social Science

A Thank You to Dr. Evangela 
Vanacore - Anthropology Archives 
Expand at EVC
Thanks to the donations by former 
EVC vice president and faculty, the 
EVC anthropology archive has grown 
tremendously and is open to all to 
visit.

As a graduate student at SJSU in the 
1980s, I took a Chicano Oral History 
course that was co-taught by the late 
Dr. Mauro Chavez for whom the EVC 
Student Center is named. A couple 
of years later I earned my master’s 
degree. 

Soon after, I received a phone 
call from Dr. Chavez who was the 
provost at EVC. (EVC was structured 
differently at the time.) He asked 
if I would fill the vacant Cultural 
Anthropology class. I accepted the 
offer with excitement and enthusiasm. 

One of the very first people Dr. 
Chavez introduced me to was Dr. 
Evangela Vanacore. I inherited the 
Cultural Anthropology from her. I 
remember her as this woman who 
was larger than life, a force of nature. 
She was constantly working, talking, 
moving and task oriented. Her 
piercing eyes glaring at me through 
her Coke bottle bottom glasses. 
I knew immediately I was in the 
presence of someone very intelligent 
and special.

According to retired Dean Ed 
Ramirez, “She was an ex-nun, 
very intelligent, scholarly, tough as 
nails, and she started the process 
of diversifying EVC’s hiring 
processes in the 1980.  This made her 
controversial and made her enemies, 
but she was the real deal — ‘an 

authentic change agent.’ She hired me 
as a full-time instructor in 1989 and 
supported my career. She was close to 
Dr. Chavez and facilitated his move 
into administration. I held her in high 
esteem.”

When she retired in 1995, she began 
giving things away that others might 
use (and/or act as caretakers of). 
Ramirez took possession of slides, 
film, notes and a few books. He kept 
the materials in his office at EVC until 
he retired in 2003 and then moved 
them into storage. Dr. Vanacore 
passed on a few archeological 
pamphlets and books pertaining to 
Pre-Colombian Mexico to me as well 
since she knew I, too, had studied and 
cultivated an interest in the subject. 

A couple of months ago, I caught up 
with Ed Ramirez for the first time 
since his retirement. I shared with him 
that EVC now has an archives room. 
Upon hearing this, he mentioned what 
Dr. Vanacore had passed on to him, 
and he was thrilled to know that there 
was a possibly a place to store her 
archives at EVC.

After speaking during the Intersession 
with Professor Eric Narveson (chief 

archivist), it has been officially 
confirmed that all materials donated 
by Dr. Vanacore will be temporarily 
placed in the archives room here at 
EVC. It will eventually be determined 
at a later date if there might be a 
better place to store the donated 
materials. 

Our adjunct Anthropology professor 
Gustavo Flores, who is of Maya 
descent and is very knowledgeable 
in the field of Mesoamerican 
Civilizations, Professor Narveson and 
I will definitely be sorting through 
the materials in order to classify and 
categorize.

All are welcomed to examine what 
was given us. In the process you 
might eventually become more 
familiar with the archives and other 
materials associated with it. All 
documents donated by Dr. Vanacore 
should be housed in the archives room 
by the beginning of the spring 2016 
semester.

Dr. Evangela Vanacore retired as the 
VP of Student Services in 1995 and 
Ed Ramirez said she moved back to 
the East Coast to live.

from left: Ann Lopez, Mauro Chavez, Henry Estratda,  
Margie Maestas-Flores, Richard Regua and Ed Ramirez
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Librarians Partner for Student Success
By Joseph King, AFT 6157 Council of Division Reps, SJCC Librarian

The librarians of SJCC have as one of 
their goals, to partner with instructional 
faculty to form a united front in 
helping to achieve student success. 

The librarians provide access to 
a number of resources including 

databases, library orientations, a 
print collection, electronic books and 
reference service. The library houses 
reserve textbooks and other materials 
placed on hold by instructional faculty. 

Today’s students enjoy access to the 
world of information at their fingertips 
in a new comfortable building. 
Sometimes with that convenience lies 
the supposition that doing research 
and finding it, is like going to a 
convenience store. I have learned some 
students come from high schools where 
they have never seen a database, and I 
have observed some faculty members 
require diligent research with a library 
orientation as a must, while others take 

a more casual approach, and never 
come to the library. 

I see a very pressing need to make 
our students competent and critical 
thinkers. Doing good research, getting 
good information resources either from 
databases or well-vetted websites, 
avoiding plagiarism and good writing 
is what we all want from our students. 
The SJCC librarians want to join with 
the rest of the faculty of SJCC and 
make that happen. It is up to us to 
ensure that our students come away 
from this college with a good education 
and preparation for what lies ahead. 

Leaf by Leaf 
EVC Literary Magazine Voted the Best!
By Roohi Vora and Huma Saleem, EVC English Faculty

Out of 113 other community colleges 
in California, Evergreen Valley College 
(EVC) won the Best “Student Driven” 
Two-year College Magazine Award. 
The English Council of California Two-
Year Colleges (ECCTYC) conferred the 
award to EVC on October 30, 2015. 

In particular, the award commended 
Leaf by Leaf as “the best ‘student 
driven’ California Two-year college 
literary magazine for 2015; for an 
enduring commitment to language 
appreciation; for providing a forum 
that promotes student diversity and 
cultural pluralism; for encouraging, 
showcasing, and celebrating original 

student and staff writings; and for 
maintaining a life-long dedication 
to and cultivation of inspiration, 
imagination, and creativity.” 

Evergreen Valley College English 
Professor Sterling Warner, General 
Editor for Leaf by Leaf, accepted the 
award on behalf of the EVC student 
editorial board — which he trained 
and directed — and thanked the 
ongoing support of the EVC Associated 
Students, the EVC Authors’ Guild, the 
EVC English Majors/Language Lovers 
Club, and EVC President Henry Yong.

The Leaf by Leaf editorial board 
accepts submissions from Evergreen 

Joseph King, SJCC Librarian and SJCC student

Sterling Warner, Leaf by Leaf General Editor

Valley College students, faculty and 
staff for its Spring 2016 magazine.
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AFT 6157 Mentorship Program
By AFT 6157 Mentors: Sanhitta Datta, Henry Liem, Minerva Duke, Kevin McCandless, and Dorothy Pucay

Our AFT 6157 Mentorship continues in 
full swing for 2015-2016. The primary 
goal of the Faculty Union Mentor is 
to create a sense of community via the 
AFT 6157 by welcoming new faculty 
members. The program consists of 
activities and events designed to assist 
the new faculty members with their 
adjustment to college life. In addition, 
this program will introduce the new 
members to the union, emphasizing 
its great importance in continuing to 
provide a positive and supportive work 
environment at SJECCD.

Below please meet and welcome a few 
of our new full-time faculty for this 
year: 

Biology Faculty Show the Ropes to 
New Counselor 
By Sanhitta Datta, AFT 6157 Mentor, 
SJCC Biology Faculty

Ms. Lezra Chenportillo is one of 
our new faculty members in the SJCC 
Counseling department. Lezra started at 
San Jose City College in the Fall 2015 
semester. Before that she worked as a 
counselor at Skyline College and also 
at a Bay Area high school. Lezra has a 
background in fine arts and an interest 
in film production. However, she feels 

counseling is her true calling. She loves 
her work and, so far, she loves it here.

Lezra and her wife have a five and 
a half month-old baby boy. We had 
coffee together and talked about our 
kids, work and the union. She is warm, 
friendly and very helpful. Our students 
and all of us will benefit from her care 
and expertise. Welcome Lezra!

A Counselor from LA Joins SJCC 
By Henry Liem, AFT 6157 Mentor, 
SJCC Philosophy Faculty

David Yancey, AFT 6157 President 
and Barbara Hanfling, AFT 6157 
Executive Director arranged for me to 
meet with and mentor a new college 
faculty member (a counselor), for the 
faculty union Mentorship Program. My 
mentee, Meiko Daire, is from the L.A. 
area and has worked for another college 
there before joining San Jose City 
College recently as a counselor. 

We had lunch at the Student Center 
cafeteria. Her schedule was so full that 
we had only about 30 minutes to talk 
about many things – from the campus 
culture, the San Jose area, the faculty, 
the AFT 6157, to employee benefits and 
responsibilities. It is interesting to learn 
about Meiko as a person and to offer 

some old-timer’s advice on how things 
work at this beloved institution.

We then met a second time during the 
faculty holiday luncheon. There was a 
lot to chat about including more about 
the union and how important it is in 
our district. This time the weather and 
the possibility of having more rain this 
winter was part of the “agenda.” We got 
along just fine. Until the next lunch for 
which I plan to take her out to a local 
Vietnamese restaurant so she can try 
out some of the Silicon Valley’s flavors.

Kinesiology Faculty Discusses 
Challenges in the Classroom with 
New Librarian
By Minerva Duke, AFT 6157 Mentor, 
EVC PE/Kinesiology Faculty

Librarian Heather Ott, my mentee, 
and I met for a lovely lunch at Pasta 
Pomodoro. We had a great conversation 
and spoke about the college and the 
union. We both realized we love 
our professions because we chatted 
mostly about work. One of many areas 
that we both are concerned about, is 
dealing with challenging and disruptive 
students.

Mentor Sanhitta Datta and 
Mentee Lezra Chenportillo

Mentee Meiko Daire and Mentor Henry Liem

Mentee Heather Ott and 
Mentor Minerva Duke

- continued on page 6
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Heather shared the problem of catching 
a student taking a library book without 
checking it out and  I shared my 
experience about my two students 
whose behavior was so disruptive 
that it started impacting my emotional 
feelings and making me feel unsafe 
in the classroom. We asked, “How do 
we handle these students?” “What are 
the consequences for these students?”, 
“What type of support do we have in 
our college?” and most importantly, 
“How can we share this information so 
that faculty are what is happening?”

Afterwards, I realized the answers to 
many of these questions are in our 
college catalog, for example:

-Definitions: The following are 
examples of conduct that shall 
constitute good cause for discipline, 
including but not limited to the 
removal, suspension or expulsion of a 
student. (page 166)

-Disruptive behavior, willful 
disobedience, habitual profanity or 
vulgarity, or the open and persistent 
defiance of the authority of, or 
persistent abuse of, college personnel. 
(page 167)

Being a member of the staff 
development, I brought this concern 
to our committee. All faculty need 
to review our policies in the college 
catalog, and then form a committee 
to review and make some changes so 
faculty, staff, and students feel safe in 
our campus.

I have to say, I am a lucky mentor 
to have such an intelligent, caring 

colleague working in the library 
helping our Evergreen students.

SJCC EOPS Welcomes New 
Counselor
By Kevin McCandless, AFT 6157 
Mentor, SJCC Math Faculty

Meet Olga Morales-Anaya! She is 
the newest member of the EOP&S 
counseling team and brings to SJCC 
over 16 years of community college 
and high school counseling experience. 
She is the proud parent of twin 10-year-
old boys, Isaiah and Mateo, and a 
13-year-old girl, Sofia. When she is not 
caring for her children, she is caring for 
her students in the EOP&S program, 
of which there are approximately 900 
shared among three EOP&S counselors. 
I was glad to finally meet Olga and 
become her Union Mentor and speak 
with her about the AFT 6157 and make 
her feel comfortable transitioning into 
SJCC.

Olga is passionate about her job and 
relates to her students on a personal 
level; much like the students she 
helps, Olga began her post-secondary 
education as a student and advisory 

board member at SJCC! In fact, Olga’s 
six siblings and parents have also been 
students at SJCC, so she has plenty 
of first-hand experience and success 
stories to share with her students. 

Please join me in welcoming Olga to 
the SJCC community! 

Award-Winning former Gavilan 
Communication Studies Faculty Now 
A SJCC Faculty
By Dorothy Pucay, AFT 6157 Mentor, 
SJCC ESL Faculty

I had the pleasure of being assigned 
by the AFT 6157 to welcome new 
hire Shelley Giacalone in fall 2015. 
Expect great things from her as a 
Communication Studies faculty 
member. The opportunity to explain 
how our college and the union works 
was a positive experience for both of 
us.

When SJCC hired Shelley as fulltime 
tenure-track Communication Studies 
faculty, it has been told that the VP of 
Instruction at Gavilan College scolded 
SJCC VP Duncan Graham for taking 

AFT 6157 Mentorship Program
-continued from page 5

-continued on page 7

Mentee Olga Morales-Anaya (left) and family

Mentor Dorothy Pucay and Mentee Shelley Giacolone
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away one of the college’s best! Shelley, 
on the other hand, although sad about 
leaving Gavilan, said she is thrilled to 
be back at SJCC. She had taught for 
SJCC part-time some 9 nine years ago.

Over the past eight years, Shelley 
taught in the Communication Studies 
Department at Gavilan College as a 
tenured faculty member. She was a joint 
recipient of the Model Communication 
Department Award given by the 
Western States Communication 
Association in 2013. 

Born and raised in San Jose, Shelley 
lives in the neighborhood she grew up 
in, near her friends and family. Over 
lunch, Shelley told me that she is a 

fourth generation native of San Jose 
and that her grandfather had planted 
the oak trees at University Road in the 
Rose Garden area. 

“There is a feeling of pride associated 
with longtime family roots in one 
area,” she intimated, something most 
of us can only imagine in awe, being 
immigrants to the place.

Shelley earned her Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Communication Studies with 
a Minor in Spanish Literature from the 
University of California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA). During her time at UCLA, 
she lived in Spain and after graduating 
from UCLA, she moved to Australia. 
Somewhere during that time, she was a 

competitive dancer for 12 years in jazz 
/tap. She received her Master of Arts 
degree in Speech Communication from 
San Jose State University. 

Shelley enjoys traveling, baking, 
fitness classes, and spending time 
with her husband, Nick, and her three 
young children. She would like to 
continue giving back to the wider 
community, and so is looking to start a 
Communication Club at SJCC to raise 
money for scholarships. 

Shelley said that she is truly honored to 
be part of the SJCC community, finally 
coming “home” and able to continue 
to contribute to the wider community 
from here. SJCC has definitely been 
very generously gifted with her hiring.

Executive Board Meetings and  
Other Important Meetings Spring 2016

Date Time Campus Location
Friday Feb 5th 9:30am-12:30pm SJCC SC 104
Friday Feb 19th 9:30am-12:30pm EVC Appi Mishra  LC
Friday March 4th  9:30am-12:30pm SJCC  SC 104
Friday March 18th  9:30am-12:30pm  EVC  Appi Mishra  LC
Friday April 15th 9:30am-12:30pm SJCC  SC 104
 Council of Div Reps  1:00-3:00pm SJCC SC 104
Friday April 29th 9:30am-12:30pm EVC Appi Mishra LC
Friday May 20th 9:30am-12:30pm SJCC SC 104

Adjunct Meetings -TBD

AFT 6157 Mentorship Program
-continued from page 6

(left) San José/Evergreen Federation of Teachers  
AFT 6157  New Faculty Orientation - Fall 2015

(above & below) San José/Evergreen Federation 
of Teachers AFT 6157  Annual Picnic (2015)
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Congratulations On Sabbatical Approval
By Barbara Hanfling, AFT 6157 Executive Director

Every year before November 1st phone 
calls and emails come to the Union 
about applying for Sabbaticals. A 
sabbatical gives a faculty member 
the opportunity to enhance, develop, 
create and practice new skills, consider 
new teaching pedagogy and just allow 
them time to pursue the professional 

development projects and activities that 
they need and deserve.

Congratulations to the following faculty 
who will begin their sabbatical in the 
Fall 2016 semester.
Keenan Norris, full year sabbatical
Kenneth Jardin, semester sabbatical
Henry Liem, full year sabbatical

Jose Cabrera, full year sabbatical
Elena Dutra, full year sabbatical
Javier Chapa, full year sabbatical

The Union is so pleased to be able to 
offer this professional development 
opportunity for faculty in our District. 

Celtic Culture Celebrated at EVC
By Huma Saleem, EVC English Faculty 

Students, faculty, staff and 
the local community gathered 
November 17 to celebrate the 
40th Annual St. Andrew’s Day at 
Evergreen Valley College. 

Highlights of the annual EVC 
event included the opening march 
led by Andy McFarlin, emeritus 
engineering professor. Following 
him were members of The 
Color Guard: Scottish American 
Military Society, Post 1921, 
several pipers and EVC students, 
faculty, staff, and administrators. 

EVC English Professor Sterling 
Warner, Master of Ceremonies, 
welcomed one and all to the 
festivities and introduced festival 
participants and activities. 
EVC History Professor Eric Narveson 
provided a history of St. Andrew’s 
Day and discussed Celtic culture. 
Throughout the event, the audience 
enjoyed watching a variety of dances 
by members of the San Jose School 
of Highland Dance; the rendition of 
“Barbara Ellen,” a timeless Scottish 
Folksong, by Kiara Moody-Malloy 

and a variety of Scottish poems read 
by EVC students Kristina Rono, Segen 
Gebrehiwet and Christina Tinoco. 

Bringing students, faculty and 
community members to their feet and 
interacting, Katie Alien presented 
Scottish Céilidh Dancing at the EVC 
St. Andrew’s Day celebration for the 
third year in a row. As usual, The 
Scottish Ministry of Food provided 
authentic Celtic cuisine, including 

“bangers” and “Shepard’s pies.” 
Additionally, The Celtic Shoppe was 
also on hand selling everything from 
quality jewelry and Belleek, to scarves, 
kilts and other highland clothing. 
English Majors/Language Lovers Club 
President Sherry Gilbertson concluded 
the annual event with Robert Burns’ “A 
Poet’s Grace.” 


